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(57) ABSTRACT

A method for the operation of a wind power plant (11) with a
rotor (9), which has at least one rotor blade (10), wherein at
least one part of the rotor blade (10) will be or is rotated
around a longitudinal axis of the rotor blade (10) by a blade

angle (i ) wherein the rotation of the at least one part of the
rotor blade (10) occurs with a pre-settable blade angle adjust-
ment rate (0), wherein the rotor (9) is operated speed variably

and wherein the blade angle adjustment rate (8 ) is restricted
by a pre-settable blade angle adjustment rate limit (G, G',
G1-G4). Furthermore, a wind power plant (11) with a rotor
(9), which receives at least one rotor blade (10), wherein at
least one part of the rotor blade (10) is rotatable around a
longitudinal axis of the rotor blade (10) by a blade angle (),
wherein a blade angle adjustment rate is pre-settable and the

blade angle adjustment rate (¢ ) is restricted by a blade angle
adjustment rate limit (G, G', G1-G4).

24 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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1
BLADE ANGLE ADJUSTMENT RATE LIMIT
ADJUSTMENT

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to a method for the operation of a
wind power plant with a rotor, which has at least one rotor
blade, wherein at least one part of the rotor blade will be or is
rotated around a longitudinal axis ofthe rotor blade by ablade
angle, wherein the rotation of the at least one part of the rotor
blade occurs with a pre-settable blade angle adjustment rate,
wherein the rotor is operated speed variably and wherein the
blade angle adjustment rate is restricted by a pre-settable
blade angle adjustment rate limit. Furthermore, the invention
relates to a wind power plant with a rotor, which accommo-
dates at least one rotor blade, wherein at least one part of the
rotor blade is rotatable around a longitudinal axis of the rotor
blade by a blade angle, wherein a blade angle adjustment rate
is pre-settable and the blade angle adjustment rate is restricted
by a blade angle adjustment rate limit.

2. Description of Related Art

Corresponding methods for the operation of a wind power
plant and corresponding wind power plants are generally
known. Forexample, DE 102006 001 613 B4 of the applicant
is referred to in this respect.

When methods for the operation of wind power plants and
corresponding wind power plants are concerned, the problem
can occur that the regulation or control of the operating con-
trol spontaneously adjusts the blade angle of the rotor blade or
a part of the rotor blade towards 0°, whereby excessive loads
or rotational speeds can occur. A blade angle of 0° corre-
sponds hereby with an operating position of the rotor blade, in
which maximum power is generated when there is wind. In
contrast to this, the feathering position should be mentioned,
which is approx. 90°. No more power is transferred to the
rotor in the feathering position.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The object of the present invention is to provide a method
for the operation of a wind power plant and a corresponding
wind power plant as well as a control or regulation device of
awind power plant, by means of which operating loads can be
reduced, in particular by means of which excess loads or
rotational speeds are prevented through faulty control or
regulation of the operating control, which spontaneously
rotates the blade angle towards 0°.

This object is solved by a method for the operation of a
wind power plant with a rotor, which has at least one rotor
blade, wherein at least one part of the rotor blade will be or is
rotated around a longitudinal axis ofthe rotor blade by ablade
angle, wherein the rotation of the at least one part of the rotor
blade occurs with a pre-settable blade angle adjustment rate,
wherein the rotor is operated speed variably and wherein the
blade angle adjustment rate is restricted by a pre-settable
blade angle adjustment rate limit, which is further character-
ized in that a variable blade angle adjustment rate limit is
provided, which is adjusted depending on at least one oper-
ating parameter of the wind power plant, in particular depend-
ing on the rotor rotational speed and/or at least one environ-
mental parameter.

Through the provision of a variable blade angle adjustment
rate limit, which is adjusted depending on at least one oper-
ating parameter of the wind power plant and/or at least one
environmental parameter, wherein it is particularly preferred
to provide the dependency on the rotor rotational speed, the
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blade angle adjustment rate (pitch rate) of the rotational speed
increase, which is determined by the moment of inertia and
the supplied power, is adjusted in contrast to the state of the
art, in which the limit is a permanently pre-set constant con-
trol parameter of the operating control. In the case of a nega-
tive pitch rate in particular, it remains throttled for a corre-
spondingly long period of time so that a massive load case,
reducing the lifespan of the wind power plant, can no longer
occur through critical blade angle adjustment rates.

Within the framework of the invention, operating param-
eters are in particular parameters that are directly or indirectly
related to the rotational speed, such as in particular the rota-
tional speed itself, the power, the generator torque, the blade
angle or respectively a blade angle or the load of the wind
power plant. Within the framework of the invention, environ-
mental parameters considered to be advantageous are in par-
ticular the wind speed, the wind direction, a wind gradient,
the angle of a cross wind of the rotor, the air density, a
turbulence on the wind power plant and/or in the vicinity of
the wind power plant.

The speed variable operation of the rotor preferably
includes that, in an especially preferred embodiment, the
wind power plant can be permanently operated in a rotational
speed range of more than 5% below the synchronous rota-
tional speed of the generator.

Within the framework of the invention, the synchronous
rotational speed represents the quotient of the network fre-
quency fand the number of pole pairs p/2 of the generator. In
the case of a 4-pole generator (that is with two pole pairs), a
synchronous rotational speed n,,=fx60/(p/2)=1500 rpm
results e.g. in the German 50 Hz network. In the case of a
synchronous machine with full converter, synchronous rota-
tional speed should be understood in particular as the network
synchronous rotational speed, in which the excitation of the
machine is operated with the network frequency.

The variable blade angle adjustment rate limit is preferably
adjusted in a hub regulation or control device depending on
the rotor rotational speed. The absolute value of the permitted
blade angle adjustment rate during the adjustment of the
blade angle is preferably reduced towards 0°. A correspond-
ing blade angle adjustment rate is then a negative blade angle
adjustment rate, the absolute value of which is reduced.

The blade angle adjustment rate limit is preferably deter-
mined before or with its adjustment. Blade angle adjustment
rate limits which are otherwise potentially undefined are pre-
vented by the determination.

A variable blade angle adjustment rate limit is preferably
provided for a negative blade angle adjustment rate.

It is preferred that a first variable blade angle adjustment
rate limit is provided for a positive blade angle adjustment
rate and a second variable blade angle adjustment rate limit is
provided for a negative blade angle adjustment rate. In par-
ticular the dynamics of the blade angle adjustment are hereby
adjustable to the corresponding conditions. It is then, in par-
ticular, possible to react very quickly to negative wind gusts.

The method is preferably used in a range of reduced rota-
tional speed and in particular preferably in the partial load
range. The absolute values of the first and the second variable
blade angle adjustment rate limit are preferably different at
the same rotational speed of the rotor.

In the case of negative blade angle adjustment rates, a
characteristic line of the blade angle adjustment rate limit is
preferably provided depending on the rotational speed at
which a highest blade angle adjustment rate limit is provided
below a pre-settable lower rotational speed threshold and a
lowest blade angle adjustment rate limit is provided above a
pre-settable upper rotational speed threshold, wherein a con-
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stant characteristic line is provided between the highest and
the lowest blade angle adjustment rate limit. The method of
operation is hereby always in a defined state.

A linear and/or quadratic characteristic line is preferably
provided between the highest and the lowest blade angle
adjustment rate limit or there is a linear and/or quadratic
portion in the characteristic line. An adjustment for the cor-
responding wind power plant or the location of the wind
power plant can hereby be provided. The selection of the
characteristic line can be selected depending on environmen-
tal conditions such as temperature or humidity. For example,
it can be provided at lower rotational speeds that the charac-
teristic line has a transition from a pre-settable upper blade
angle adjustment rate limit at negative blade angle adjustment
rates in a direction that is relatively smooth at higher rota-
tional speeds. Thus, it is regulated or controlled with a nega-
tive slope towards lower blade angle adjustment rate limits.

A rotational speed capturing is preferably performed in a
rotor hub of the wind power plant. The rotational speeds can
hereby be fed to a control or regulation device arranged in or
on the rotor hub to control or regulate the blade angle adjust-
ment rates. The rotational speed capturing performed in the
rotor hub, or respectively the rotational speed capturing pro-
vided on the rotor hub, is preferably in addition to a rotational
speed capturing performed via the operating control. In this
case, the corresponding rotational speeds can also be com-
pared so that an error message is provided in the case of a
pre-settable difference in the rotational speed.

The rotor rotational speed used to determine the variable
blade angle adjustment rate limit is preferably filtered. For
example, an average value of a pre-settable number of mea-
surement values can be formed for this. Moreover, a temporal
filtering can be performed in addition or alone, for example
via a generally known PT1 element.

For the measurement of the rotational speed and further
determination of the rotational speed, patent application DE
102007 026 995.3 of the applicant is referenced in particular.
The disclosure of this patent application should be entirely
contained in the present patent application.

The highest blade angle adjustment rate limit in terms of
absolute values, in particular the overall smallest blade angle
adjustment rate limit in the case of negative blade angle
adjustment rates, preferably lies between 3% through 15%, in
particular 5% through 10%, below the nominal rotational
speed of the wind power plant and towards higher rotational
speeds. The upper rotational speed for the characteristic line,
at which the blade angle adjustment rate limit is reached, thus
lies in a range from 3% through 15%, in particular 5% through
10%, below the nominal rotational speed. In the case of
non-throttled operation with sufficient wind, the dynamic
range of the regulation of the wind power plant is not nega-
tively impacted by means of the operating control through the
method according to the invention.

A supplementary measure is preferably provided, which
restricts or lowers the value of slope or respectively of the
adjustment rate of the blade angle adjustment rate limit. This
preferably concerns a type of ramp, which ensures, in par-
ticular in the case of quick rotational speed changes, that the
blade angle adjustment rate limit determined via a character-
istic line is not directly the current blade angle adjustment rate
limit, but rather a value that lies between this blade angle
adjustment rate limit determined from the characteristic line
and a previous blade angle adjustment rate limit.

In the case of a deviation of the rotational speed from a
nominal rotational speed, in particular a shortfall of the nomi-
nal rotational speed, the blade angle adjustment rate limit is
preferably adjusted without causing a reduction in the rota-

20

25

40

45

55

4

tional speed deviation. The wind power plant can hereby
continue to be operated in a desired operating mode. In the
case of a deviation of the rotational speed from a nominal
rotational speed, in particular a shortfall of the nominal rota-
tional speed, the blade angle adjustment rate limit is prefer-
ably adjusted such that the permissible blade angle adjust-
ment rate for reaching the nominal rotation speed is limited or
restricted.

Furthermore, the object is solved through a wind power
plant with a rotor, which has at least one rotor blade, wherein
at least one part of the rotor blade is rotatable around a
longitudinal axis of the rotor blade by a blade angle, wherein
a blade angle adjustment rate is pre-settable and the blade
angle adjustment rate is restricted by a blade angle adjustment
rate limit, which is further characterized in that a control or
regulation device is provided for the blade angle adjustment
rate, in which the blade angle adjustment rate limit is pro-
vided as a variable blade angle adjustment rate limit, which
will be or is adjusted depending on the rotor rotational speed.

In the case of the control or regulation device, it can be a
control or regulation device supplementing the operating con-
trol. Parts ofthe method according to the invention can also be
performed in the operating control and other parts in the
control or regulation device. The control or regulation device
can also be completely integrated in the operating control,
wherein it is preferred that at least the rotational speed cap-
turing occurs in or on the hub. The control or regulation
device preferably has a blade angle adjustment rate limit
determination device. The blade angle adjustment rate limit
determination device can also be a module, which is inte-
grated in particular in the control or regulation device. It can
also be an algorithm provided in the control or regulation
device.

The blade angle adjustment rate limit determination device
preferably has a characteristic line of the blade angle adjust-
ment rate limit depending on the rotational speed of the wind
power plant. The characteristic line is preferably stored in the
control or regulation device or will be interpolated based on
pre-settable parameters. The characteristic line can also be
calculated. For example, the characteristic line can be par-
tially linear and can have a quadratic term and/or a cubic term.

A rotational speed capturing device is preferably provided,
which is arranged in particular in or on the rotor hub. Further-
more, a filter is preferably provided for a measured rotor
rotational speed. An adjustment module for the blade angle
adjustment rate limit is also preferably provided, by means of
which the amount of the increase in the blade angle adjust-
ment rate is reducible and/or by means of which the value of
the adjustment rate of the blade angle adjustment rate limit is
reducible or restricted. It is hereby, in particular, the ramp
already mentioned above or respectively the adjustment mod-
ule has this ramp.

A control or regulation device of a wind power plant is
preferably provided, with which a method according to the
invention can be performed. Furthermore, a computer pro-
gram with program code means, which are adjusted in order
to execute the method according to the invention, is prefer-
ably provided when the computer program runs in particular
in a control or regulation device of a wind power plant. The
computer program according to the invention is preferably
saved on a data carrier readable by a computer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention is described below, without restricting the
general idea of the invention, based on exemplary embodi-
ments in reference to the drawings, whereby explicit refer-
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ence is made to the drawings with regard to the disclosure of
all details according to the invention that are not explained in
greater detail in the text. The drawings show in:

FIG. 1 a schematic representation of parts of a wind power
plant,

FIG. 2 a schematic block diagram for a method according
to the invention,

FIG. 3 a schematic characteristic line according to the
invention for negative blade angle adjustment rates,

FIG. 4 another schematic representation of characteristic
lines according to the invention for negative blade angle
adjustment rates, and

FIG. 5 a schematic representation of three characteristic
lines according to the invention for positive blade angle
adjustment rates.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In the following figures, the same or similar types of ele-
ments or respectively corresponding parts are provided with
the same reference numbers in order to prevent the item from
needing to be reintroduced.

A negative blade angle adjustment rate is defined as a rate
for a blade angle adjustment in the direction from the feath-
ering position towards 0° or the operating position of the rotor
blade. The same applies accordingly for the blade angle
adjustment rate limits. If the negative blade angle adjustment
rate limit is —3.5°/s, that means that the rotor blade may be
moved in the direction of 0° with a maximum adjustment rate
ot 3.5%s, i.e. from the direction of the feathering position in
the direction of the normal operating position.

FIG. 1 shows, schematically, important parts of the wind
power plant 11 as a block diagram. A rotor 9 with rotor blades
10 of the wind power plant 11 is shown, wherein the rotor 9
turns with a rotational speed n. The rotor 9 has a shaft 12,
which is mounted in two bearings 14 and 16. The shaft 12 is
the input shaft of a gearbox 18 not described in greater detail,
which transmits the rotational speed of the shaft to a higher
rotational speed, for example by the factor 100. An output
shaft of the gearbox 18 is coupled with a shaft 24 of a gen-
erator 26, particularly of an alternator 26, via a coupling 22.
Between the wind rotor 9 and the first bearing 14, a locking
disk 28 is arranged in a torque-proof manner on the shaft 12,
which works together with a locking element 30. If the lock-
ing element 30 is inserted, for example, into an opening or
recess in the locking disk 28, the rotation of the shaft 12 is
thereby prevented.

A transmitter disk 32 is arranged in a torque-proof manner
on the shaft section 20 near the coupling 22. It works together
with a sensor arrangement 34, the signals of which are trans-
mitted to a computer 36. As regulator, the computer 36 sends
a torque control signal to a converter 38 for the alternating
current created by the generator 26. The converter 38 creates
alternating current with corresponding pre-settable param-
eters for the purpose of the feeding to a network.

The rotor 9 contains a blade angle adjustment device 39 for
the blades 10 of the rotor 9. At least one control signal # 1iis
sent to the blade angle adjustment device 39 by the computer
36. In case of a rotor with two or more blades, one control
signal can be created for each blade. The regulator or the
controller is located, for example, on or in computer 36. The
actual value of the rotational speed, which is determined via
the sensor arrangement 34, is calculated in the computer 36
from the signals of the sensor arrangement 34 and can, for
example, be compared with a nominal value for the rotational
speed in order to determine at least one control signal # i for
the blade angle adjustment device 39.
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According to the invention, the actual value of the rota-
tional speed n or respectively the rotor rotational speed n can
also serve as input for a control or regulation device 42
according to the invention, by means of which the method
according to the invention can be performed. A blade angle
adjustment rate limit G or G' as determined in the control or
regulation device 42 is then fed to the blade angle adjustment
device 39. For this, both a blade angle adjustment rate limit
determination device 43 as well as an adjustment module 44,
which will be described in greater detail with reference to the
following figures, are provided in FIG. 1 in the control or
regulation device 42. Alternatively, a measured rotor rota-
tional speed n can also be fed to the control or regulation
device 42 alone or in addition via the sensor arrangement 34",
which is arranged on or in the hub 41 of the rotor 9. The
devices 42, 43 and/or 44 are preferably integrated in the blade
adjustment device 39.

FIG. 2 shows a schematic block diagram of a method
according to the invention. A signal, which is provided for
rotational speed calculation, is generated by the sensor
arrangement 34', which is arranged, for example, on the hub
41 of the rotor 9 in FIG. 1. A pulse sensor is for example
provided, which registers for example the pulses generated by
36 screws per revolution. The rotational speed is averaged
from this, for example via the constantk, which can be set and
represents a number (for example 6) of measurement values.
The rotational speed calculation hereby results from an aver-
age value over k time intervals between the pulse ei-1 and
pulse ei. This is carried out in the block 50 labeled rotational
speed calculation. The output from the rotational speed cal-
culation na represents an averaged rotational speed, which is
provided as the input for the block rotational speed filter 51.
In the rotational speed filter 51, the rotational speed is filtered,
for example via a PT1 element, for example with the param-
eter T1 0f 3.0 s. T1 can preferably lie in the range between 1
s and 5 s. The previously described rotational speed determi-
nation 50 or rotational speed calculation 50, respectively, can
be part of an overspeed shutdown of the hub and queried in a
1 ms cycle.

The output of the rotational speed filter 51 represents the
rotor rotational speed n, which serves as the input for the limit
characteristic line 52. In the limit characteristic line 52, which
is described in greater detail within the framework of FIGS. 3
through 5, a blade angle adjustment rate limit a is calculated
for negative blade angle adjustment rate limits and for posi-
tive blade angle adjustment rate limits depending on the rota-
tional speed n, depending on whether the blade angle adjust-
ment rate is negative or positive. Both limits can in general
also be calculated or determined.

In the block limit characteristic line 52 or respectively of
the corresponding device, some parameters can be entered or
respectively pre-set or respectively are stored accordingly. It
hereby concerns an upper blade angle adjustment rate limit
(1 for negative blade angle adjustment rates # , a lower blade
angle adjustment rate limit G2 for negative blade angle
adjustment rates #, an upper blade angle adjustment rate
limit G3 for positive blade angle adjustment rates ## as well as
alower blade angle adjustment rate limit G4 for positive blade
angle adjustment rates . Moreover, the following param-
eters can be pre-set or respectively stored in the limit charac-
teristic line, namely lower rotational speed thresholds n1, n3
and upper rotational speed thresholds n2, nd4, wherein nl and
n2 apply for negative blade angle adjustment rates and n3, n4
for positive blade angle adjustment rates.

After applying the limit characteristic line 52, ablade angle
adjustment rate limit G' is provided, which represents a limit
for a minimal pitch rate or respectively blade angle adjust-
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ment rate in °/s. It is monitored or respectively ensured by the
blade angle adjustment rate limit adjustment limit 53 that the
blade angle adjustment rate limit is not changed too quickly.
This is accomplished by querying the permissible limit
adjustment df in the case of a falling ramp as well as the
permissible adjustment ds in the case of an increasing ramp.
Itis hereby important, in particular for the secure operation of
the wind power plant, that in the case of a falling ramp the
blade angle adjustment rate limit may only be adjusted very
slowly, since it can just be excluded in any case that a rapid
rotational speed increase or respectively a quick rotational
speed increase, which was caused by a faulty operating con-
trol, leads to a safety-critical, namely very low, limit for the
blade adjustment rate. A change in the direction of an increas-
ing ramp must, however, be implemented relatively quickly in
order to ensure system safety. Two vastly differing parameters
in terms of absolute values are hereby entered or respectively
pre-set, namely ds, which represents a parameter for an
increasing ramp and is for example +1.000°/s>. This param-
eter can preferably lie in a range between 0.1 and 2.000%s>.
The further value df is a parameter for a falling ramp and lies
for example at 0.015°%s> and lies in particular preferably
between —0.005°/s> and 0.05%/s>.

The following query is performed in the blade angle adjust-
ment rate limit adjustment limit 53: for G'-G<df, G,,,,,.=G+
df, otherwise for G'-G>ds:G,,,,,=G+ds, otherwise G, =G,
i.e. G'was already in the permissible range and is applied. The
determined value G,,,,, is output as new value G and is then
applied in the block limitation of the blade angle adjustment
rate 54.

The blade angle adjustment rate limit G is related with a

control signal # i', & i' given by the blade position regulation
or control device 55 so that a limit of the control signals # 1,

# i' is provided through application of the blade angle adjust-
ment rate limit G of the blade angle adjustment rate device 39
as output of the block limitation of the blade angle adjustment

rate 54. The control signal 21, 1 i' itself results through the
conventional and existing control or regulation in that a nomi-
nal value ¢s is given by the operating control 56 and is
compared with an actual value of the blade angle # deter-
mined by the blade angle determination device 57 and the
result of the blade position regulation or control device 55 is

provided. This then determines the control signal i and 1 i
in order to adjust the blade angle actual value ¢ to the set-
point value ¥ s, which is passed to the block limitation of the
blade angle adjustment rate 54.

The rotational speed calculation 50, the rotational speed
filter 51, the limit characteristic line 52 and the blade angle
adjustment rate limit adjustment limit 53 can be an integral
part of a control or regulation device 42. An interface with or
respectively an integration into the existing regulation then
takes place at the interface between the blade angle adjust-
ment rate limit adjustment limit 53 and the limitation of the
blade angle adjustment rate 54.

The filter in 51, for example designed as PT1 element,
serves to filter the rotational speed n. Signal disruptions and a
part of the dynamic rotational speed behavior are hereby
filtered out. The filter time must not be too large so that the
characteristic line component or respectively the application
of the limit characteristic line 52 can adjust the method suf-
ficiently quickly to a blade angle adjustment rate limit G
according to the rotational speed. In order to avoid errors, it
can be provided that approximately equal rotational speed
values must be determined over several, e.g. three, measure-
ment cycles before it is forwarded to block 52.
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The blade angle adjustment rate limit adjustment limit 53
or respectively the corresponding ramp component permits
the quick reduction in the absolute value of the blade angle
adjustment rate limit, that is for example from -3.5%s
towards —1.0%/s. The return path for increasing the absolute
value of the blade angle adjustment rate limit, that is for
example from -1.5°/s to -3.5°/s, is delayed with a small pitch
such that the negative blade angle adjustment rate remains
throttled long enough in the case of a so-called “pitch run
away scenario” at low rotational speeds of the drive train. This
sort of disturbance of the “pitch run away™ can take, for
example 20 s, which is not problematic in the case of the
provided ramp with the specified parameters.

In addition to the blade angle adjustment rate limitation
with G' or respectively, a limitation with a permanently pre-
settable maximal and/or minimal blade angle adjustment rate
of for example +6.5°/s and —6.5°/s also takes place in block

54. The thus-limited control signal # i, ¥ i is then provided to
the blade adjustment device 39. In a particularly compact
embodiment of the invention, the components 50 through 54
are integrated in the blade position regulation or control
device 55. In an even more compact and thus advantageous
embodiment, the blade position regulation or control device
55 is also integrated into the blade angle adjustment device
39. For example, the method can be implemented as an algo-
rithm in the software of the converter for controlling the blade
adjustment drives or respectively parts of the method,
wherein the corresponding software also performs the cap-
turing and processing of the measurement values of the rota-
tional speed sensor 34'.

The characteristic line component or respectively the limit
characteristic line 52 is represented in greater detail in FIGS.
3 through 5. First regarding FIG. 3, in which a characteristic

line of the blade adjustment rate limit is represented in ¥ '*/s
depending on the rotational speed n in revolutions/min. An
upper blade angle adjustment rate limit G1 and a lower blade
angle adjustment rate limit G2 are represented. A limit above
the upper blade angle adjustment rate limit G1 and below the
lower blade angle adjustment rate limit G2 are not provided
since they cannot occur in a functioning operating state. Cor-
responding blade angle adjustment rate limit plateaus in the
amount of G1 actually exist below a lower limit speed nl and
accordingly a plateau in the amount of G2 above an upper
limit speed n2. The positive blade angle adjustment rate can
be designed without a limit and vice versa in the case of a
specified negative blade angle adjustment rate limit.

The upper rotational speed threshold n2 preferably lies in a
range between 5% through 10% below the nominal rotational
speed nn. The shown characteristic line for the blade angle
adjustment rate limit G or respectively G' defines the negative
blade angle adjustment rate limits, which are feasible accord-
ing to the invention, depending on the current rotational speed
n. Thus, errors from the operating control with a high blade
angle adjustment rate towards 0° are prevented such that the
wind power plant can be controlled by a reduced negative
blade angle adjustment rate via an existing rotational speed
monitor, for example one that generates a corresponding
overspeed signal on the fast shaft at 1,950 rpm (at a nominal
rotational speed of 1,800 rpm).

The label G, G' for the blade angle adjustment rate limit
determined from the measured rotational speed indicates that
for one, as explained for FIG. 2, G' can be specified, wherein
the module blade angle adjustment rate limit adjustment limit
53 can still be used on G' to form G. Alternatively, G can be
obtained directly from the characteristic line and can be used
directly as the limit when module 53 is omitted. However, the
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use of module 53 is very advantageous in order to prevent the
“pitch run away” load scenario.

The blade angle adjustment rate is adjusted accordingly to
the rotational speed increase, which is determined by the
moment of inertia and the power supplied to the grid. In the
case of measured rotational speeds above or below the sup-
porting points nl and n2, the corresponding associated limits
G1 and G1 are output. The linear relation in between nl and
n2 represents a simple case.

FIG. 4 shows a quadratic functionality in between nl and
n2 (solid line) and also a function, which has a third order
polynomial, for example with a 3rd power. Accordingly, a
Taylor expansion series can also be provided, which is termi-
nated after the second or third term or a characteristic line in
the form of any frequency polygon or another mathematical
function, which is stored e.g. in the form of a value table in a
memory. The optimal progression of such a characteristic line
is preferably determined through dynamic simulation calcu-
lations, which are known in the state of the art.

In contrast, FIG. 5 shows three different characteristic lines

at positive blade angle adjustment rates ¥ . Four rotational
speed thresholds are shown, namely one lower rotational
speed threshold n3 and two upper rotational speed thresholds
n4 and n5, n3 and n4 lie below the nominal rotational speed of
the wind power plant, whereas n5 lies above the nominal
rotational speed of the wind power plant. Furthermore, a
lower blade angle adjustment rate limit G4 is specified and an
upper blade angle adjustment rate limit G3. There can be a
linear relation in a characteristic line in between n3 and n4,
which is shown as a solid line. Accordingly, the dash-dotted
line represents a quadratic relation or respectively a curve,
which has at least a quadratic portion and, if applicable, also
a linear portion.

The dash-dotted line serves as a limit characteristic line for
example when a rotational-speed-reduced operation is pro-
vided at high wind speeds in order to minimize noise. The
dashed line provides that the upper blade angle adjustment
rate limit is only reached at a rotational speed n5 above the
nominal rotational speed nn. A smoother regulation is hereby
enabled, which can for example be used in high pressure
weather conditions. However, it can also be provided to pro-
vide an even higher value than the upper blade angle adjust-
ment rate limit G3, subsequent to the upper limit speed n4,
before the nominal rotational speed nn is reached in order to
enable a faster regulation.

Since, according to the invention, a very tight coupling is
provided between the rotational speed and the blade angle
adjustment rate limit, a secure operating control of the wind
power plant is possible. A determination of the rotational
speed in the % range is hereby sufficient so that errors in the
calculation of the rotational speed does not negatively impact
the security of the operating control.

When the nominal rotational speed is reached, the provi-
sion of the blade angle adjustment rate limits is preferably not
restrictive for the conventional operating control. The method
according to the invention is also not disruptive in partial load
mode, since there the blade angle adjustment regulator or
respectively the blade angle adjustment controller is set to 0°
and thus no change needs to be made. The method according
to the invention preferably only comes into action in the case
of process-dependent deliberate reductions that impact the
rotational speed. In modern wind power plants, this only
occurs for example at an approx. 40% power reduction, since
the nominal rotational speed is first abandoned at this point.

It is also preferred to provide a redundant design of the
method according to the invention in that it is implemented in
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addition to the implementation in the control or regulation
device 42 also in the converter for controlling the blade
adjustment drives, that is within the blade angle adjustment
device 39. This results in a particularly secure operation of the
wind power plant. Furthermore, it can be advantageous to
implement the method according to the invention additionally
in the operating control 56 in order to prevent error messages
when the blade feathering through the blade angle adjustment
rate limit takes place slower than provided by the operating
control system. Thus, operating control system 56 and blade
angle adjustment device 39 would advantageously work
together synchronously and can monitor each other, which
enables an even more secure operation of the system. The
method according to the invention preferably takes place in a
12 ms or if applicable in a 6 ms cycle in order to reduce the
blade angle adjustment rate limit. Other cycles, e.g. between
20 ms and 1 ms, can also be used. It can also be provided that
over three task cycles, that is over three times for example 12
ms, an approximately equal blade angle adjustment rate limit
must be determined before it is forwarded to the blade angle
adjustment device 39 in order to avoid errors. Should corre-
spondingly large deviations occur, for example in particular
in the case of deviations from average values, a warning can
be output to a monitoring center.

LIST OF REFERENCES

9 Rotor

10 Rotor blade

11 Wind power plant

12 Shaft

14 Bearing

16 Bearing

18 Gear box

20 Output shaft

22 Coupling

24 Shaft

26 Generator

28 Locking disk

30 Locking element

32 Transmitter disk

34, 34' Sensor arrangement

36 Computer

38 Converter

39 Blade angle adjustment device

41 Rotor hub

42 Control or regulation device

43 Blade angle adjustment rate limit determination device
44 Adjustment module

50 Rotational speed calculation

51 Rotational speed filter

52 Limit characteristic line

53 Blade angle adjustment rate limit adjustment limit
54 Limitation of the blade angle adjustment rate
55 Blade position regulation or control device
56 Operating control

57 Blade angle determination device

nei i” input signal for rotational speed

n Rotor speed

nl, n3 Lower rotational speed threshold

n2, nd Upper rotational speed threshold

nn Nominal rotational speed

J1, #1' Control signal for blade angle

£ 1, ¥ i' Control signal for blade angle adjustment rate
# Blade angle

1 Blade angle adjustment rate
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G, G' Blade angle adjustment rate limit

G1 Upper blade angle adjustment rate limit for negative blade
angle adjustment rates

G2 Lower blade angle adjustment rate limit for negative blade
angle adjustment rates

G3 Upper blade angle adjustment rate limit for positive blade
angle adjustment rate

G4 Lower blade angle adjustment rate limit for positive blade
angle adjustment rate

k Constant

na Averaged rotational speed

ds Parameter—Rising of the ramp

df Parameter—Falling of the ramp

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for the operation of a wind power plant (11)
with a rotor (9), which has at least one rotor blade (10),
comprising the steps of:

rotating at least one part of the rotor blade (10) around a

longitudinal axis of the rotor blade (10) by a blade angle
(),

wherein the rotation of the at least one part of the rotor

blade (10) occurs with a pre-settable blade angle adjust-

ment rate (3 ),
wherein the rotor (9) is operated speed variably and

wherein the blade angle adjustment rate (if ) is restricted
by a pre-settable blade angle adjustment rate limit (G,
G', G1-G4), and

wherein a variable blade angle adjustment rate limit (G, G',
G1-G4), is changed depending on at least one operating
parameter of the wind power plant (11)

wherein via a blade angle adjustment rate limit adjustment
limit, a value of the adjustment rate of the blade angle
adjustment rate limit (G) is reduced or restricted.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the blade
angle adjustment rate limit (G, G', G1-G4) is determined
before or with its adjustment.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein a variable
blade angle adjustment rate limit (G1, G2) is provided for a

negative blade angle adjustment rate (i3 ).
4. The method according to claim 1, wherein a first variable
blade angle adjustment rate limit (G3, G4) is provided for a

positive blade angle adjustment rate (1 ) and a second vari-
able blade angle adjustment rate limit (G1, G2) is provided

for a negative blade angle adjustment rate (% ).

5. The method according to claim 4, wherein the absolute
values of the first and the second variable blade angle adjust-
ment rate limit (G, G', G1-G4) are different at the same rotor
rotational speed.

6. The method according to claim 1, wherein at negative

blade angle adjustment rates (3 ) a characteristic line of the
blade angle adjustment rate limit (G, G', G1-G4) is provided
depending on the rotational speed (n),
wherein a highest blade angle adjustment rate limit (G1) is
provided below a lower pre-settable limit speed (n1) and
a lowest blade angle adjustment rate limit (G2) is pro-
vided above an upper pre-settable limit speed (n2), and
wherein a constant characteristic line is provided between
the highest and the lowest blade angle adjustment rate
limit (G1, G2).

7. The method according to claim 6, wherein a linear and/or
quadratic characteristic line is provided between the highest
and the lowest blade angle adjustment rate limit (G1, G2) or
a linear and/or quadratic portion is present in the character-
istic line.
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8. The method according to claim 1, wherein the at least
one operating parameter of the wind power plant is the rotor
rotational speed (n) and further comprising the step of per-
forming a rotational speed capture in a rotor hub (41) of the
wind power plant (11).

9. The method according to claim 1, wherein the at least
one operating parameter of the wind power plant is the rotor
rotational speed (n) and the rotor rotational speed (n) is fil-
tered for the determination of the variable blade angle adjust-
ment rate limit (G, G', G1-G4).

10. The method according to claim 1, wherein at negative
blade angle adjustment rates (i), the highest blade angle
adjustment rate limit (G1, G3) in terms of absolute values is
between 3% through 15%, below the nominal rotational
speed (nn) of the wind power plant (11) and towards higher
rotational speeds (n).

11. The method according to claim 6, wherein the blade
angle adjustment rate limit determined via the characteristic
line is not directly the current blade angle adjustment rate
limit, but rather a value that lies between the blade angle
adjustment rate limit determined form the characteristic line
and a previous blade angle adjustment rate limit.

12. The method according to claim 1, wherein the at least
one operating parameter of the wind power plant is the rotor
rotational speed (n) and wherein in the case of a deviation of
the rotational speed from a nominal rotational speed (nn), the
blade angle adjustment rate limit (G, G') is adjusted without
causing a reduction in the rotational speed deviation.

13. The method according to claim 1, wherein the at least
one operating parameter of the wind power plant is the rotor
rotational speed (n) and wherein in the case of a deviation of
the rotational speed from a nominal rotational speed (nn), the
blade angle adjustment rate limit (G, GG') is adjusted such that

a permissible blade angle adjustment rate (1% ) is restricted or
limited in order to reach the nominal rotational speed (nn).

14. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one oper-
ating parameter of the wind power plant is the rotor rotational
speed (n) and/or at least one environmental parameter.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the at least one
operating parameter is the rotor rotational speed (n).

16. The method of claim 12, wherein the deviation of the
rotational speed from a nominal rotational speed is a shortfall
of the nominal rotational speed (an).

17. The method of claim 13, wherein the deviation of the
rotational speed from a nominal rotational speed is a shortfall
of the nominal rotational speed (an).

18. A non-transitory machine readable medium encoded
with program code that causes a control or regulation device
(42) of awind power plant (11) to execute the method accord-
ing to claim 1.

19. A wind power plant (11) comprising:

a rotor (9), which has at least one rotor blade (10),

wherein at least one part of the rotor blade (10) is rotatable

around a longitudinal axis of the rotor blade (10) by a
blade angle (),

wherein a blade angle adjustment rate (1 ) is pre-settable

and the blade angle adjustment rate (2 ) is restricted by a
blade angle adjustment rate limit (G, G', G1-G4),
wherein a control or regulation device (42) is provided for

the blade angle adjustment rate (& ), in which the blade
angle adjustment rate limit (G, G', G1-G4) is provided as
a variable blade angle adjustment rate limit (G, G',
G1-G4), which will be or is adjusted depending on the
rotor rotational speed (n)
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wherein an adjustment module (44) is provided for the
blade angle adjustment rate limit (G, G', G1-G4), by
means of which a value of the increase of the blade angle

adjustment rate (2 ) is reducible and by means of which
a value of the adjustment rate of the blade angle adjust-
ment rate limit (G) is reducible or restricted.

20. The wind power plant according to claim 19, wherein
the control or regulation device (42) has a blade angle adjust-
ment rate limit determination device (43).

21. The wind power plant according to claim 20, wherein
the blade angle adjustment rate limit determination device
(43) has a characteristic line of the blade angle adjustment
rate limit (G, G', G1-G4) depending on the rotational speed
(n) of the wind power plant.

22. The wind power plant according to claim 19, wherein a
rotational speed capturing device (34) is provided.

23. The wind power plant according to claim 19, wherein a
filter is provided for a measured rotor rotational speed (n).

24. The wind power plant of claim 22, wherein the rota-
tional speed capturing device (34) is provided in or on the
rotor hub (41).
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